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in the'joton she called me to her, or at other times I
went to her and whispered a word in her ear, with an
air of ease and liberty much envied but little imitated.
She never met Madame de Saint-Simon without going
to her, praising her, making her join in the conversation
that was passing around; oftentimes leading her to
the glass and adjusting her head-dress or her robe as
she might have done in private to a daughter. People
asked with surprise and much annoyance whence came
such a great friendship which had never been suspected
by anybody ? What completed the torment of the ma-
jority, was to see Madame des Ursins, as soon as she
quitted the chamber of Madame de Maintenon, go im-
mediately to Madame de Saint-Simon, lead her aside,
and speak to her in a low tone. This opened the eyes
of everybody and drew upon us many civilities.

A more solid gratification to us were the kind things
Madame des Ursins said in our behalf to the King and
Madame de Maintenon. She spoke in the highest
praise of Madame de Saint-Simon, and declared that
there was no woman at Court so fitting as she, so ex-
pressly made by her virtue, good conduct, and ability,
to be lady of the Palace, or even lady-of-honour to
Madame la Duchesse de Bourgogne, should the post
become vacant. Madame des Ursins did not forget
me; but a woman was more susceptible of her praise.
It made, therefore, all the more impression. This kind
manner towards us did not change during all her stay
at Court.

At all the balls which Madame des Ursins attended,
she was treated with much distinction, and at one she
obtained permission for the Due and Duchesse d'Albe